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ILLUSTRATION 1

ART 29520 - Class number: 44723 - PRE: ART 10100, ART 10200

CLASS SYLLABUS
Instructor: Krisia Ayala
Email: kayalaortiz@ccny.cuny.edu
Office Hours: Appointment Only
DEPARTMENT OF ART
ELECTRONIC DESIGN AND MULTIMEDIA

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This is an introductory course in the study of Illustration as an art form and profession. The Emphasis
is to allow participants to explore the fundamentals (how-to), the timeline (history), and the
applications (role) of illustration within our visual world, in order to allow students to develop a
portfolio of illustrative design pieces driven by style, concept, and opinion.
We will focus on the development of conceptual problem-solving abilities, technical skills,

TIME Saturday 9:00 am - 11:50 pm
SEMESTER Fall 2020
ROOM ONLINE

self-expression and personal style. These skills are equally important for the creation of fine art

ONLINE RESOURCES:

Students are expected to draw every single day, as illustration skills grow stronger with practice.

CLASS GMAIL:
29520.illustration@gmail.com
Google classroom Link

and graphic design. In addition to homework assignments and classroom work ranging from the
commercial to the personal, we will have presentations, group critiques and demonstrations.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Produce original illustrations using a variety of materials.

GRADING

Strengthen your conceptual and creative-based problem solving skills.

PROJECTS AND MIDTERM ................... 60%

Experiment with media, composition and concepts as it applies toward function.

CLASS PARTICIPATION ...................... 20%

Use process work to analyze and solve visual communication problems.

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS ..................... 20%
GRADING SCALE

Refine drawing, painting, and other fundamental techniques.
Develop a level of professionalism with regard to visual neatness and craft.
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Your projects will be graded based on your ability to express yourself within the above course goals.
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Additionally your grade will take into account the improvement of your work relative to your starting
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point at the beginning of the semester. There will be in class activities, research tasks and weekly
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assignments in which you must participate in order to receive a passing grade. This class is a space
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for growth, therefore, unfounded critical comments towards your classmates or their classwork will

F

50

violate the class ethics agreement. Students are encouraged to follow the online course details for

Enhance storytelling techniques with visual finesse.
Constructively critique your work and the work of others.
Collect ideas by maintaining a personal sketchbook throughout the semester.

EXPECTATIONS

more especific information about our online course. This class covers the use of multiple types of
media, therefore, NO PENCIL DRAWINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AS FINAL PROJECTS.
CLASS STRUCTURE
Class will start promptly with a quick check-in, roll call attendance and a discussion/review of the
assigments or the material covered during the previous class. Then, we will move on with a short
lecture and artist examples. After a short class discussion and break, students will be separated in
groups or in breakout rooms to complete individual classwork.

VERSION: 08/29/2020
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ATTENDANCE
This is an applied, online, hands-on class, with lectures, demonstrations,

If you are unwilling to consent to have your profile or video image recorded,

and peer critiques which are vital and can not be duplicated. You must attend

be sure to keep your camera off and do not use a profile image. Likewise,

the weekly zoom meetings to be counted as present. You are allowed two

students who un-mute during class and participate orally are agreeing to

absences—excused or unexcused. Showing up more than 30 minutes late

have their voices recorded. If you are not willing to consent to have your voice

to our Zoom class constitutes one full absence. At three absences, I reserve

recorded during class, you will need to keep your mute button activated and

the right to fail you. Two tardies equal an absence. A tardy means arriving

communicate exclusively using the “chat” feature, which allows students to

more than 10 minutes late to class, leaving before class is dismissed. Lack of

type questions and comments live. bulletin for further information.

participation will cause a lower particiaption grade.
LATE WORK:
CCNY ATTENDANCE POLICY

Assignments must be turned in on time to receive full credit. Late work will

Students are expected to attend every class session of each course in

be evaluated, but will loose credit accordingly (half a letter grade/week).

which they are enrolled and to be on time. An instructor has the right to

However, lateness of work will not affect the final portfolio grade, so it’s

drop a student froxm a course for excessive absence. Students are advised to

worth catching up if you fall behind!

determine the instructor’s policy at the first class session. They should note
that an instructor may treat lateness as equivalent to absence. (No distinction

EXTRA CREDIT:

is made between excused and unexcused absences.) Each instructor retains

Several extra credit assignments may be offered throughout the semester. Most

the right to establish his or her own policy, but students should be guided

likely these will be exhibitions or events, and will require a written response

by the following general College policy: In courses designated as clinical,

for credit. Students may complete up to two extra credit assignments, worth

performance, laboratory or field work courses, the limit on absences is

two days of class participation or two missing homework assignments.

established by the individual instructor. For all other courses, the number of
hours absent may not exceed twice the number of contact hours the course

CCNY ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

meets per week. When a student is dropped for excessive absence, the
Registrar will enter the grade of WU.

Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research, or
writings as your own. Students are expected to create works of originality—

CLASS PARTICIPATION
This is an online class and as such, students must be present during online
video meetings for the entire classperiod. This will allow the student
to develop technical skills and original ideas. The information regarding
materials, techniques and work assignments will be given during class
(zoom sessions). Attendance is expected and mandatory. In order to ensure
everyone’s participation in class and maintain an effective environment,
I will be keeping records of attendance and lateness for each class. I will
repeat assignments only in cases of medical excuses, otherwise you are
each responsible for staying informed. Critiques will be held as scheduled.
Deviations from the schedule may occur but will be given notice if necessary.
CCNY ZOOM POLICIES
STUDENTS MUST REGISTER TO ATTEND THE ZOOM SESSIONS.
ZOOM SESSIONS ARE PART OF THE PARTICIPATION GRADE.
CUNY DISCOURAGES STUDENTS FROM RECORDING THE SESSIONS UNLESS
SUCH RECORDING IS PART OF A REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION UNDER THE
LAW OR IS NOT PROHIBITED BY CAMPUS POLICY.

they are advised to shoot their own photos, create their own graphics, write
their own text, and be the sole creator of the visual elements within their
pieces. Presenting the work of others as your own will result in a failing
grade for the project and possibly for the class. Always clearly document
when using source material that is not your own (this means quote marks,
footnotes, or parenthetical documentation for sourced materials in term
papers, a works cited list in artist’s book colophons, picture captions when
necessary, etc). When in doubt, consult the professor. See the CCNY course
bulletin for further information.
ONLINE SOURCES:
As part of this class:
1. You must collect all the references you used to create your work
2. You must annotate when/where you found your source images.
3. Using someone else’s artwork as part of your class submissions will
cause a failing grade.
CCNY FONT POLICY
EDM students and faculty are expected to obtain and use fonts legally through
licensing. Fonts that are illegally acquired, including the sharing of fonts

Students who participate in this class with their camera on or use a profile

without a license, are prohibited in school projects and on school computers.

image are agreeing to have their video or image recorded solely for the

Please reference (ATypI) Association Typographique Internationale’s list

purpose of creating a record for students enrolled in the class to refer to,

of five basic rules for legal font usage: http://www.atypi.org/fonts-and-

including those enrolled students who are unable to attend live.

fairness/five-basic-rules-for-buying-fonts
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DISABILITY STATEMENT
In compliance with CCNY policy and equal access laws, appropriate academic

CRITERIA FOR GRADING

accommodations are offered for students with disabilities. Students

A: 100% - 90% / Excellent work – Very competent aesthetically with excellent

must register with The Access Ability Center for reasonable academic

technical merit. Student shows initiative and evidence of experimentation and

accommodations. The AccessAbility Center is located in the North Academic

research. Concepts are well developed and creatively implemented. All work is

Center, Rm. 1/218. Tel: (212) 650-5913. Under The Americans with Disability

completed and turned in.

Act, an individual with a disability is a person who has a physical or mental
impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities. If you
have any such issues, I encourage you to visit the AccessAbility Center to
determine which services may be appropriate for you. I require the accessbility
statement on the first day of class by the end of the day.
WRITING CENTER

B: 89% - 80% / Above Average Work – Competent aesthetically and technically.
Student understands the concept (principle or element) and implements it well. All
work is completed and turned in.
C: 79% - 70% / Average Work – Minimally to fairly competent aesthetically and
technically. Student does not initiate further development of assignment, concept,
or personal expression. All work is turned in.

Acceptable and clear spelling and grammar are important to develop as part
of your professional skillset. If you need help with writing and editing your

D: 69% - 60% / Marginal Work – Poorly executed with insufficient aesthetic and

classwork, The City College Writing Center offers one-on-one assistance for

technical ability. Work is messy and/or incomplete. Some assignments are not

students working on writing assignments and projects from any discipline.

completed.

Visit us whenever you need someone to listen to your ideas, discuss your topics

F: 59% - 0% / Failure – Several assignments not completed. Student fails to

or assignments, and read your drafts. Writing consultants will work with you

attend class. Student has more than 3 absences without excuses.

on planning, drafting, and revising — all of the important steps in your writing
process. https://www.ccny.cuny.edu/writing/appointments-walk-sessions
ASSIGNMENTS

GRADE BREAKDOWN
ASSIGNMENTS: 60% / CLASS PARTICIPATION: 20% / WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS 20%

The Assignment grade is divided in: weekly assignments, midterm, test, final
project and class portfolio. Our class time will be alloted for working on
illustration projects and individualized assistance will be available. You will
need to spend an additional of 2-6 hours per week of work on these assignments
and sketchbook projects, outside of class. Due dates will be announced will be
announced on WEEK 1 and work submitted after the due date will be downgraded

PROJECT EVALUATION
All main projects will be evaluated during the project’s journey from start to ﬁnish—
including over arching development, ideation, critique implementation, and ﬁnal craft.
Final grades will be evaluated on the following criteria:

one letter grade. Each assignment will be evaluated on the basis of research, ideas

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT / Did you develop a clear problem statement?

and execution. The option to improve a grade is available to any student who

SKETCHES AND IDEATION / Did you produce a thorough sampling of process work?

does an assignment over (outside of class time).

CONCEPT / Does the piece work in a cohesive, well thought out manner?
ELEMENTS OF FORM + COMPOSITION / Is the piece visually unified ?

SKETCHBOOK / WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS

EXPERIMENTATION / Did you explore how to add visual interest to the work?

You must have mixed media paper to complete your weekly assignments.

ARTISTIC QUALITY / Does the final piece look good, overall? Is the piece neat and well

Planning for each project must begin with thumbnails and concepts (comps).

made, including attention to ﬁnal mounting and display?

You can buy a mixed media sketchbook, or buy lose paper, but it’s important

WORK ETHIC / Did you push yourself—and then push yourself further? Did you speak up

to understand that for an illustrator, the act of documenting your process

during critique and remain positive and constructive?

is crucial for their creative process. During this class, you will turn in your

MEETING FINAL DEADLINE / Is your final work (or any stage of the assignment) late?

brainstorming ideas, visual references, quick layouts, sketches and COMPs with
class notes.
GRADING

TIPS FOR FINDING SUCCESS IN CLASS
+ Check the syllabus if you are seeking direction regarding what is due.
+ Do not shortcut any steps outlined in the project descriptions.

You will be evaluated on the basis of assigned projects. Midterm evaluations

+ Be present. If you can’t, contact me and another student in case you need help.

can be given as a guage for final grades and as an indicator of problems. If you

+ Schedule your time wisely.

encounter issues that keep you from successfully completing the class, please

+ Swap contact information with a classmate.

see the instructor. This class does not offer incomplete grades. Students who

+ Email me any time to sign up for online office hours.

do not attend the midterm, participate on critiques or miss the opportunity to
submit projects will receive a failing grade.
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ONLINE COURSE INFO

PROJECT DUE DATES
The schedule is explained on WEEK 1 and students are expected

HOW THE COURSE IS ORGANIZED
It is strongly recommended for students to be prepared to participate
verbaly and through video. We will have check-ins, discussions and
group activities through class, and failure to participate in these will
cause your grade to decrease.

to meet all due dates in the acording timeframe. Every student is
responsible to check-in with me about any concerns that may impact
their grade ahead of time. Extra credit assignments are provided on a
one to one basis and are only provided for students with critical issues
or a documented excuse. Extra credit assignments will not replace a
project or assignment needed for the final portfolio. This class does

ABSENCES

not grant incomplete grades at the end of the semester.

Students are expected to attend all Zoom class sessions as per the academic

HEALTH CONCERNS

schedule. If you know you are unable to attend any class session, please
contact me ahead of time. Students may request an excused absence (for
sickness or other emergencies); Excessive lateness (more than two sessions)

In the event of physical, mental, or emotional health concerns
that affect your ability to be present, participate in class, complete

will also negatively impact the grade.

assignments, or meet class expectations, please contact me as soon as

STUDENT PACING

us all during these difficult times, failure to meet the requirements of

SCHEDULE / READINGS / ASSIGNMENTS
Assignments are due at least AN HOUR before class starts, on the day
they are due. Submit large files through Dropbox or through Google
Drive. Readings and resources can be accessed through our class
Canvas. We will use the Padlett app for virtual group discussions.

possible. While I sympathize with the various issues that are affecting
this course will not result in a passing grade.

VIRTUAL CLASS CULTURE
Kindly keep your video on for the duration of the class and please
keep your microphone muted when you aren’t speaking.
+ Find a clean, quiet space and dress appropriately.

SYNCHRONOUS/ASYNCHRONOUS COMPONENTS
Synchronous learning is online or distance education that happens

+ Let all household members know when and where you will be in class,
and ask them not to disturb you.

in real time, whereas asynchronous learning occurs through online

+ Make sure your full name and pronouns show up appropriately.

channels without real-time interaction.

+ Be aware of your background, lighting, and noise.

SYNCHRONOUS COMPONENTS

+ Mute until you are required to talk.

Class lectures
Visiting artist talks

+ Use the Zoom functions to communicate if needed (chat, raise your
hand, answer yes/no, etc.).

Critiques

+ Use an appropriate zoom background if you wish.

In-Class project progress reports

+ Communicate (e-mail) if you will be late or if you lose your connection

ASYNCHRONOUS COMPONENTS

+ Pay attention! Maintain eye contact with the speaker on the screen.

Studio work

TO PROTECT OUR PRIVACY:

Peer reviews
Peer feedback

REQUIRED TECHNOLOGY
In order to to participate fully in the course, students will need the
following software and technical capabilities:
Personal Computer / Internet connection
Required class materials / paper and pencils or pens
E-mail account / to access the classwork on the different platforms
(Canvas, Padlet, Dropbox)

+ Do not take screenshots, cell phone pictures, or otherwise record the
meeting, your classmates, or your instructor without express permission
to do so.

+ Classes will not be recorded for future revision. In the event a class needs
to be recorded, students will be notified ahead of time.
+ Do not allow household members to walk around behind you during
the meeting.
+ Do not engage in texting, social media, work from other classes, or
other distractions while in class.
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SUPPLIES
You should have these materials available. A separate list of materials will be created depending on your individual
projects or weekly assignments. I am aware that materials are costly. We will work and make due with what we have.

BASIC CLASS MATERIALS
+ MIXED MEDIA PAPER OR A SKETCHBOOK- (8 X 10,9 X 12), WHITE, 65 LB ACID FREE PAPER.
+ BRISTOL PAPER / FOR FINAL PROJECTS
+ If you use inadequate paper, the quality of your work will be deficient. Low quality paper will be too weak for wet
media and therefore it will make the creative process more difficult for you.
SOMETHING TO DRAW WITH:
+ Graphite Pencil Set: HB - 8B*
+ Black wax pencil (a China marker)
+ Kneaded eraser and Mars plastic eraser, pencil sharpener
SOMETHING TO INK WITH:
+ Ballpoint pens, fountain, fineliners, felt and brush tips
+ India or Sumi ink
SOMETHING TO COLOR WITH:
+ Colored pencil set
+ Watercolor, Acrylic or Gouache paint
+ Paint and Ink brushes, various sizes
+ 1-inch painters tape (easy peel off for masking)
+ Water containers
SOMETHING TO CUT/PASTE WITH
+ Painters tape
+ Scissors
+ Box cutter or X-acto knife
SOMETHING TO MEASSURE WITH
+ Metal ruler, clear plastic ruler, measuring tape
SOMETHING TO CLEAN WITH
+ Paper towels, rags, masking Tape (bring from home)
SOMETHING TO TAKE PICTURES / SCAN
+ An on-going box of ephemera and textures for collage materials
+ Scanner (or scanner app *not as good quality*)
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WEEKLY ASSIGMENT LAYOUT GUIDELINES
From WEEK 2 - WEEK 7 students will be submitting their COMPS that will be part of their MIDTERM on WEEK 8.
You must follow these layout guidelines to be part of the class discussion.

+ Add a 0.5” - 1” margin (to protect your illustration from harm)
+ Write the required information arround your illustration
Materials used /Date /Week /Project / Page number

SKETCHBOOK PAGE LAYOUT EXAMPLE
DATE / WEEK NUMBER /PROJECT /
ASSIGNMENT

YOURPage
Sample

PAGE MARGINS

MATERIALS USED
// BE SPECIFIC

ILLUSTRATION

TITLE

Before you upload your images, make sure that they comply with the following:
IMAGES MUST BE CROPPED
Avoid distracting backgrounds.

CLEAR IMAGES

Use your camera features to adjust w ahite balance and exposure.
Make sure the colors of your image look exactly the way you like it.
Avoid the use of reflective media such as metallic markers or aluminum foil.

CRAFTMANSHIP

Avoid dirt, folds or stains in your images.

CONCEPT

Make sure you have a clear concept when you upload.
You will be asked to explain it.
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MIDTERM
Elements of Art
PROJECT OUTLINE

PROJECT FORMAT GUIDELINES

As part of a group project, you and your classmates will
create a digital zine using the illustrations you creatde
for the class weekly assignments (WEEK 2-6). You will
learn to create a digital/online portfolio that showcases
your artwork for others to see.

• Size: Letter / A4 (relative)
• Full Color
• Images in High Resolution .JPG / PNG or PDF

FORMAT

GOALS

• Digital publication
• Use traditional materials
• No pencil-graphite-only drawings
• Scan/Photograph your work

• Learn how to display your work online
• Highlighting illustration style
• Develop consitency throughout a document
• Time Management
• Documentation Strategies

YOUR MIDTERM SHOULD INCLUDE

MARKET OPTIONS

WEEK #

CLASSWORK
2

WHAT IS ILLUSTRATION

3

SWIPE

4

LINE / SHAPE

5

VALUE / TEXTURE

6

COLOR / LIFE DRAWING

PRESENTATION:

• Self Promotion
• Book Fairs and zine markets
• Commercial
• Experimental
• Theme Driven
• Personal Identity
TIMELINE
DEVELOP YOUR ILLUSTRATIONS WEEKLY (WEEK 2-7)
Each week, after the lecture and group activity, you will be given a
task. You must then submit your response to that task following the
Weekly Submission Guidelines (p.6). A submission link will be provided
for each class.
MIDTERM 1-1 MEETINGS (WEEK 7 after class discussion)
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SIZE / SPACE
IN CLASS: INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS

8

MIDTERM

Prepare to discuss your illustrations with me in private. Use the
feedback provided to improve the quality and presentation of your
illustrations. Time for asking specific questions regarding your
project and class progress.
MIDTERM (WEEK 8)
Prepare to present your images to the class. Typically a presentation
should not be longer than 5 minutes, but due to the size of the class,
it could be less.
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GROUP PROJECT
Digital Zine:
Elements of Art
PROJECT OUTLINE

Project format guidelines:

As part of a group project, you and your classmates will
create a digital zine using the illustrations that are
developed during the creative process. You will learn
to create a digital/online portfolio that showcases your
artwork for others to see. Each participant will be given
a role in the project and responsible to complete each
task in the timeframe in which the project is assigned.

• Size: Letter / A4 (relative)
• Full Color
• PDF format
PRESENTATION:
GOALS
• Learn how to display your work online
• Highlighting illustration style
• Develop consitency throughout a document
• Time Management
• Documentation Strategies

FORMAT
• Digital publication
• Use traditional materials
• No pencil-graphite-only drawings
• Scan/Photograph your work

MARKET OPTIONS

YOUR FINAL ZINE SHOULD INCLUDE

• Self Promotion
• Book Fairs and zine markets
• Commercial
• Experimental
• Theme Driven
• Personal Identity

STUDENTS
RESPONSIBLE

# PAGES

ALL

1

INFO. PAGE

1

1

TIMELINE

CONTENTS PAGE

1

1

PROJECT PROPOSSAL (WEEK 8)

INTRODUCTION

1

1

During Spring Break, complete a project propossal to be presented in
class, including brainstorming sketches and references to your ideas.

TYPE
COVER IMAGE

PRELIMINARY SKETCHES (WEEK 9)

6 PAGES PER STUDENT

Complete 5 sketches in between lectures. Distribute roles and plan
your project with your peers.

(3) STUDENTS
PER GROUP
CONTENT

20

FIRST DRAFT (WEEK 10)
Continue working on your project with your peers. Present your ideas
for your 3 images, the page you are responsible for and the collage.

2 PAGE SPREAD
COLLAGE

DEVELOPED DRAFT (WEEK 11)
layout must be final. Must work on the final touches before critique.

REFERENCES

ALL

1

STUDENT BIOS

ALL

1-2

BACK COVER

ALL

1

FINAL CRITIQUE DAY (WEEK 12)
Present the final version to class.
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FINAL PROJECT
SELF-Identity posters
SELF
PROJECT OUTLINE

Project format guidelines:

You will create a series of 3 separate illustrations
that answer the following questions:
• Who am I?
• How do I think others see me?
• How do I want to be seen?

FORMAT
Use traditional materials.
Scan or photograph and turn in the final piece
by following the guidelines discussed during
class.

QUESTION

DESCRIPTION

• Size: Letter / A4 (relative)
• Full Color
• PDF format
PRESENTATION:
GOALS
• Learn how to display your work online
• Highlighting illustration style
• Develop consitency throughout a document
• Time Management
• Documentation Strategies
MARKET OPTIONS
• Self Promotion
• Book Fairs and zine markets
• Commercial
• Experimental
• Theme Driven
• Personal Identity

CREATE AN ILLUSTRATION THAT
WHO AM I?

DESCRIBES WHAT MAKES YOU
WHO YOU ARE TO OTHERS

TIMELINE
PROJECT PROPOSSAL (WEEK 13)

CREATE AN ILLUSTRATION THAT
HOW DO I THINK OTHERS SEE

DESCRIBES WHAT IMPRESSION

ME?

DO YOU THINK OTHERS HAVE
OF YOU.

Complete a project propossal to be presented in class,
including brainstorming sketches and references to your ideas.
FINAL CRITIQUE DAY (WEEK 15)
Present the final version to class.

THERE IS ALWAYS MORE THAN
MEETS THE EYE. CREATE AN
HOW DO YOU WANT TO BE SEEN?

ILLUSTRATION THAT DESCRIBES
WHAT YOU WANT OTHERS TO
KNOW ABOUT YOU.
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